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Best □f Jazz The Swing 

“Best Of Jazz” is a label devoted to the highlights of the swing era. Each CD features one important 

artist. For the first time a jazz anthology is being compiled by an international panel of experienced and 

respected specialists. This ensures that the selection does not reflect the preferences of one individual. 

Titles have been chosen by Preston Love, music teacher and former Count Basie and Johnny Otis 

saxophonist; Kurt Mohr, world renowned discographer, Duncan Schiedt, jazz photographer, record 

collector and well-known writer, Johnny Simmen, the jazz connoisseur most appreciated by 

musicians and critics & Jerry Valbum, U.S. jazz producer and leading expert on EHingtonia. 

1. Blue Rhythm fantasy (3:17) 

Mills Blue Rhythm Band 

2. MELANCHOLY (2:39) 

Johnny Dodds & Chicago Boys 

3. Undecided (2:57) 

John Kirby & Onyx Club Boys 

4. Effervescent Blues (2:46) 

John Kirby & His Orchestra 

5. Sweet gedrgia Brdwn (2:47) 

John Kirby & His Orchestra 

6. Rgyal Garden Blues (2:29) 

John Kirby & His Orchestra 

7. Blue Skies (2:37) 

John Kirby & His Orchestra 

8. Blues Petite (3:07) 

John Kirby & His Orchestra 

Q. Eccentric Rag (2:48) 

Buster Bailey & His Orchetra 

10. ANDIDLDGY (2:43) 

John Kirby & His Orchestra 

11. COQUETTE (2:54) 

John Kirby & His Orchestra 

12. Close Shave (2:28) 

John Kirby & His Orchestra 

13. Tweed Me (2:46) 

John Kirby & His Orchestra 

14. 1 2th Street Rag (2:56) 

Sidney Bechet & N.O. 
Feetwarmers 

15. No Blues At All (2:00) 

John Kirby & His Orchestra 

16. You’re Driving 
Me Crazy (410) 

The Keynoters 

17. I’m In The Market 
For You (4:33) 

The Keynoters 

El Salon De 
GUTBUCKET (2:56) 

Charlie Shavers All American Five 

Undecided (3:02) 

Charlie Shavers All American Five 

China Boy (2:11) 

Teddy Wilson 

At The Fat Man’s (3:01) 

Tommy Dorsey & His Orchestra 

Dizzy’s Dilemma (2:56) 

Charlie Shavers Quintet g 
o 
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z z The Swing Er 

“Best Of Jazz’' is a label devoted to the highlights of the swing era. Each CD 

features one important artist. For the first time a jazz anthology is being com¬ 

piled by an international panel of experienced and respected specialists. This 

ensures that the selection does not refect the preferences of one individual. 

Charlie Sh avers 

orn in New York 

City, Ckarlie 

Skavers (1917-71) was 
musically precocious. 

He could play kotk 

kanjo and piano ky tke 

time ke was ten and 

not many years later 

was working as tke pia¬ 

nist at Tilly’s Ckicken 

Skack in Harlem. 

Nevertkeless kis fath er 

was a trumpeter and 

young Skavers found 

tke trumpet more 

appealing. He rapidly 

developed a tecknical 

prowess on tkat ins¬ 
trument wkick could 

vie witk Louis 

Armstrong or Roy 

Eld ridge (Best Of Jazz 

4004 and 4051) 

tkougk kis tempera¬ 

ment was more figkt- 

kearted and kis music 

rarely ackieved tke 

deptk of emotion wkick 

tkose two men could 

generate. After working 

witk Tiny Bradskaw at 

tke age of eigkteen and 

later joining Lucky 

Mill inder’s recons¬ 

tructed Mills Blue 

Rkytkm Band (B.O.J. 

4009) Skavers was 
snapped up ky Jokn 

Kirky in late 1937 f or 
a new group wkick was 

to kecome extremely 

popular. Tke Kirky sex¬ 

tet played tigktly arran¬ 
ged “ckamker music” 

jazz and sk avers stayed 
i witk tkem for six years, 

contrikuting composi¬ 

tions and arrangements 

as well as witty, often 

1 intense trumpet solos. 

His fame estaklisked, 

Skavers joined Tommy 

Dorsey (B.O.J. 4029) 
in 1945 and remained 

involved witk Dorsey 

over tke next eleven 

years tkougk ke fre¬ 

quently left and rejoined 

tne kan a. Aitk ougk 

Skavers kad tke teck¬ 

nical facility to p lay tke 

“kekop” style of jazz 

(see B.O.J. 4064 fea¬ 

turing Dizzy Gillespie, 

korn tke same year as 

Skavers) kis inclina¬ 

tion was to remain witk 

tke rkytkmic and kar- 

monic conventions of 

tke tkirties. He wor¬ 

ked witk Jazz At Tke 
Pkilkarmonic and also 

witk Benny Goodman 

and kis capakilities 
made kim very welcome 

as a freelance studio 

musician. His final 

recordings were 

done in France in 

1970 and ke died 

tke following year, 

two days after 

Louis Armstrong. 

Hearing of 

Armstrong’s deatk 

and knowing tkat 

kis own was immi- 

nent, Skavers 
requested 

tkat kis moutk- 

iece skould 

e kuried in 

Armstrong’s 
coffin. 

Tkis selection 

opens witk “Blue 

Rnytkm Fantasy” 

wkick Skavers 

recorded at kis very first 
studio date. He kegins 

kis solo in soker style 

kut soon moves into 

some more typical 

doukle-time flam- 

koyance. Invited tke 

S. 



berless jam sessions and 

record dates since 

tliis first recor¬ 

ding. Here and on 

the other titles 
particular rhyth¬ 

mic buoyancy is 

engendered by Russell 

Procope, Billy Kyle and 

drummer O’Neil 

Spencer while the natu¬ 

ral extroversion of 

Shavers is mostly muted 

and tightly controlled. 

He does however show 

his more exuberant side 

in his second solo on 

“Royal Garden Blues”. 

“Eccentric Rag” fea¬ 

tures Benny Carter 

(B.O.J. 4001) as well as 

leader Buster Bailey 

(B.O.J. 4038) in a 

reversion to the reper¬ 

toire of two decades 

earlier. The Kirhy hand 

then returns for four 

more samples of its neat 

follo¬ 

wing 

year to 

join vete¬ 

ran clari- 

n e t t i s t 

Johnny 

Dodds 

(B.O.J. 4014) for a 

single recording ses¬ 

sion, Shavers plays a 

restrained solo and com¬ 

bines well with Dodds in 

the final ensemble. The 

next six tracks are hy 

Kirby’s band and the 

first is the best known 

of the trumpeter’s com¬ 

positions. “Undecided” 

became a standard and 

has been played at num¬ 

precision before 
“Twelfth Street Rag” 

provides a powerful 

contrast as Sh avers 

unleashes his exube¬ 

rance beside the throb¬ 

bing clarinet of the great 

Sidney Bechet (B.O.J. \ 

4017). The very fast 

“No Blues At All” is 

the final track hy the 

Kirhy group and fit¬ 

tingly features the lea¬ 

der in a solo. 

The next two titles com¬ 

bine Shavers with trum¬ 

peter Jonah Jones who 

plays the first solo on 
“You’re Driving Me 

Crazy” with Shavers 
taking the bridge of the 

first chorus and soloing 

after the driving tenor of 

Budd Johnson (who was 

to join him a quarter 

of a century later on 

his final tour of 

Europe). “I’m In The 

4 

Market” is introduced 

by Shavers before Jones 

plays the theme and 

Shavers returns with 

some striking high notes 

for the final half-chorus. 

He is in fiery form 

again beside the great 

Coleman Hawkins 

(B.O.J. 4049) on “El 
Salon De Gutbucket” 

and a new version of 

“Undecided”. 

Both Teddy Wilson 

(B.O.J. 4044) and 

Tommy Dorsey were 

employers of Shavers 

and he can he heard 

with these two men on 

the next two titles. He 

plays with great fero¬ 

city on “China Boy” 

but “At The Fat Man’s” 

presents him in the less 
familiar role of enter¬ 

taining vocalist, before 

his familiar, brassy 

trumpet sound leads to 

the climax. The conclu¬ 

ding “Dizzy’s Dilemma” 

tips its hat to Gillespie 

and the developing 

bebop movement but 

Shavers was an indivi¬ 

dualist who had disco¬ 
vered his own style at an 

early age and saw no 

reason to change it. 

His easily recognizable 

sound and approach 

were to be heard for 

many more years but 

the essentials of his 

music, whether restrai¬ 

ned or impetuous, are 

to he found in these 

early demonstrations 

of his trumpet mastery. 

Graham Colomhe 
Ja22 Journal International 

lie bhavers 



Preston Love 
Bom in Omaha, Nebraska, 1921. A master of alto sax who played with Billie Holiday 

and in hands such as Lloyd Hunter, Nat Towles, Lucky Millinder, Count Basie 

(replacing Earle Warren on first alto), Johnny Otis & own hands. Many recordings 

& 9 European tours. Honorary Doctorate of music from Creighton University (1992). 
Music teacher and columnist for the Sunday World-Herald. 

Kurt Mdhr 
Born in Geneva, 1921. Moved to Paris in 1954 as music critic and discographer. 

Regul ar contributor to magazines such as Jazz Hot an d Rock & Folk as well as dis¬ 

cographies by Ch. Delaunay, J.G. Jepsen, M. Ruppli. Programs for Swiss and French 

radios. Addicted to nicotine, prime numbers, discography and... music. 

Duncan Schiedt 

Born in Atlantic City, N.J. in 1921. Jazz interests began while attending school 

in England in mid-1930s. A pianist since age 13, and a record collector since 

1936. Began jazz photography in 1938, contributed to innumerable hooks, 

magazines, albums. Recently began museum exhibitions. Author of “The 

Jazz State Of Indiana” and co-author of the hook “Ain’t Misbehavin”. 

Jdhnny Simmen 
Born in Brugg (Switzerland), 1918. Has an “encyclopaedic” knowledge of 

jazz borne out from tirelessly listening to the music, as well as talking ancfcor- 

responding with the musicians. Wrote over 3000 articles for various jazz maga¬ 

zines and preparing on-hoard programs for Swissair. An expert in presenting 

musical lectures although he loathes being called a collector or a critic. 

Jerry Valburn 
Born in New York, 1925. Fell in love with jazz at age 13 and built up a huge 

record collection (now at the Library of Congress) mainly centered on Duke 

Ellington, his great favorite. Worked as audio-engineer and producer in 

both broadcasting and recording. Did discographical research and wrote 

two hooks on Ellington. 

Front photo, p. 4 Zwonicek coll., 3, 5 1. Gottlieb, 5 r.,11 D. Schiedt coll. (both by T. Rose nkrantz). 

Reissue produced by Gilles Petard. Special thanks to Leon Dierckx. Consultant : Yvan Fournier. 

1. Blue Rhythm Fantasy3:17 

(HiJI-Willett) 

2. MELANCHDLY 2:3Q 

(Bloom-Melrose) 

3. Undecided 2:57 

(Shavers) 

4. Effervescent Blues 2:40 

(Shavers) 

5. Sweet Gedrgia Brown 2:47 

(Bernie-Casey-Pinhard) 

6. Royal Garden Blues 2:29 

(Williams-Williams) 

7. Blue Skies 2:37 

(Berlin) 

8. Blues Petite 3:07 

(Shavers) 

Q. Eccentric Rag 2:48 

(Robinson) 

10. ANDIOLOGY 2:43 

(Shavers-Kirby) 

11. Coquette 2:54 

(Berlin) 

12. Close Shave 2:28 
(Shavers-Kirby) 

13. Tweed Me 2:46 
(Kyle) 

14. 1 2TH Street Rag 2:56 
(Sumner-Bo iv man) 

15. No Blues At All2:00 
(Kyle) 

16. You’re Driving 

Me Crazy 4:10 
(Donaldson) 

17. I’m In The Market 

For You 4:33 
(Ha nley-Ca rth y) 

18. El Salon de Gutbucket2:56 
(Shavers) 

IQ. Undecided3:02 
(Shavers) 

20. China Boy2:11 
(Winfree-Boutelje) 

21. At THe Fat Man’s 3:01 
(Oliver) 

22. Dizzy’s Dilemma 2:56 
(Shavers) 



Discography 

Lucky Millinder With Mills Blue Rhythm Band : Lucky Millinder dir. 

Ckarlie Shavers - Carl Warwick - Harry Edison-t/Sandy Watson - Wilkur de Paris-tk/Tak Smith- 

as/Eddie Williams - Ronald Haynes - Harold Arnold-ts/Billy Kyle-p/Danny Barker- g/Jokn Will iams-k/Lester 

Nichols-d-vik/Chappie Willet-a. 
New York, February 11, 1Q37. 

M-l-2 Blue Rhythm Fantasy - aCW Variety 503 

Johnny Dodds And His Chicagd Bdys: Charlie Shavers-t/Johnny Dodds-cl/Lil 

Armstrong-p/Teddy Bunn-g/John Kirky-k/O’Neil Spencer-d. 
New York, January 21, 1Q38. 

63190-A Melancholy Decca 1676 

John Kirby And His Onyx Club Boys : John Kirky -k dir. Charlie Shavers-t/Buster 

Bailey-cl/R ussell Procope-as/Billy Kyle-p/O’Neil Spencer-d. 
New York, October 28, 1Q38. 

64711-A Undecided Decca22l6 

John Kirby And His Drchestra: same. 
New York, january Q, 1Q3Q. 

23936-1 Effervescent Blues Vocation 4624 

John Kirby And His Drchestra: same. 

24678-B Sweet Georgia Brown 

New York, May IQ, 1Q39- 
Columkia 36001 

John Kirby And His Drchestra: same. 

24946-A Royal Garden Blues 

New York, July 28, 1Q3Q. 

Vocalion 5187 

John Kirby And His Drchestra: same. 

24996-A Blue Skies 
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New York, August 10, 1Q3Q. 

Vocalion 5187 

JOHN KIRBY And His ORCHESTRA : Jokn Kirky-k dir. Ckarlie Skavers-t/Buster Bailey- 

cl/Russell Procope-as/Billy Kyle-p-a/O’Neil Spencer-d. 

New York, May 27, 1940. 

26855-A Blues Petite Okek 5805 

Buster Bailey And His Drchestra: Ch arlie Skavers-t/Buster Bailey-cl/Benny 

Carter-as/Billy Kyle-p/John Kirky-k/Zutty Singleton-d. 

New York, June 10, 1Q40. 

US-1844-1 Eccentric Rag Varsity 8365 

John Kirby And His Drchestra: Charlie Sh avers-t /Buster Bailey-cl/Russell Procope- 

as/Billy Kyle-p/John Kirky-k/O’Neil Spencer-d. 

New York, July Q, 1Q40. 

26997-A Andiology Okek 5805 

28003-A Coquette Columkia 35999 

John Kirby And His Orchestra: same. 

066895-1 Close Shave 

New York, July 25, 1Q41. 

Victor 27568 

John Kirby And His Drchestra: as akove, kut Sp ecs Powell-d replaces Spencer. 

New York, October 7, 1Q41. 

067978-1 Tweed Me Victor27667 

Sidney Bechet And His New Orleans Feetwarmers: Charlie 

Shavers-t/Sidney Bechet-cl-ss/Willie “The Lion’’ Smith -p/Everett Barksdale-g/Wellman Braud- 

k/Sidney Catlett-d. 

New York, October 24, 1Q41. 

068112-1 1 2th Street Rag Victor 20-3120 

John Kirby And His Drchestra: Ch arlie Shavers-t/Buster Bailey-cl/Russell Procope- 

as/Billy Kyle-p/John Kirky-k/Specs Powell-d. 

071902-1 No Blues At All 

New York, February 11, 1Q42. 

Victor 27926 



The Keynoters: Charlie Shavers-Jonah Jones- t/Budd Joh nson-ts/Johnny Guarnieri- 

p/Milt Hinton-h/J.C. H eard-d. 
New York, June 8, 1Q44. 

HL-41-2 You’re Driving Me Crazy Keynote 1313 

HL-42-1 I’m In The Market For You Keynote 1313 

Charlie Shavers’ All American Five; Charlie Shavers-t/Coleman Hawkins- 

ts/Teddy Wil son-p/Billy Taylor-h/Denzil Best-d. 
New York, October 18, 1Q44. 

HL-69-1 El Salon De Gutbucket Keynote 619 
HL-71- UNDECIDED Keynote rejected 

TEDDY WILSON : Charlie Shavers-t/Teddy Wilson-p/Remo Palmieri-g/Al Hall-h/Gordon 

“Specs" Powell-d/Red Norvo-vih. 
New York, c. November, 1Q44. 

CHINA Boy V-Disc rejected 

TOMMY DORSEY And His Orchestra: Tommy Dorsey-th dir. Gerald GofJ-Mickey 

Mangano - George Seaherg-t/Charlie Shavers-t-v/Bill Hall ar-Karl De Karske-Ted Satterwhite- 

tk/Sid Cooper-as/Buddy DeFranco-cl-as/Bahe Fresk-Dave Harris-ts/Bruce Branson-har/Johnny 

Potak er-p/Sam Herman-g/Sid Block-h/Buddy Rich-d/Sy Oliver-a. 
Los Angeles, September 20, 1945. 

D5VB-618 At The Fat Man’s - vCS/aSO Victor 20-1737 

The CHARLIE SHAVERS CDUINTET: Charlie Shavers-t/Buddy De Franco-cl/John 

Potaker-p/Sid Block-h/Alvin Stoller-d. 
New York,late 1Q45. 

P-94 Dizzy’s Dilemma Vogue R754 
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Best Of Jazz • The Swing Era Series 

4052 Ben Webster 

4053 Andy Kirk 

4054 Lduis Jordan 

4055 Illinois Jacquet 

4056 Gene Krupa 

4057 Albert Ammons 

4058 Helen Humes 

4059 Harry James 

4060 Erskine Hawkins 

4061 Nat “king” cole 

4062 Casa Loma Drch. 

4063 Slim Gaillard 

4064 Dizzy Gillespie 

4065 Charlie Shavers 

4066 Eddie Condon... 

John Kirby, Buster Bailey, Charlie Shavers, Maxine Sullivan & O’Neil Spencer. 
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